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Many of the older and larger systems are flushed with a large stream from a fire hose attached to a hydrant. For such flushing the hose is carried upon a reel in a wagon from street to street, making a circuit of the city. At least three men are required and it is usually more economical to provide four. One objection to this method may come from the water department or company, which may object to having the sewer employees operating the hydrants. A good method of meeting this objection is to allow the water department to furnish a man to attach the hose to the hydrant and to attend to operating the gate. Where this is not .done a memorandum should be made of all hydrants opened, which should immediately be turned over to the water department so that they may be inspected. By adopting the former method this inspection is made unnecessary.
Much discussion has arisen over the propriety of charging sewer departments for water used for flushing or other purposes. Whatever the final decision may be, in any case there can be no doubt that the quantity of water so used should be measured by meter and made a matter of record, otherwise there will be a tendency toward waste, and the water department will have no record of the purpose for which this quantity which has been furnished to the city has been used. Pipes supplying flush-tanks and flushing manholes should be metered in the usual way. Where flushing is done by hose a portable meter mounted on a short plank provided with handles should be used. It can be kept attached to the hose at a point near the end to be attached to the hydrant, thus avoiding the necessity of connecting and disconnecting the hose with it each time.
Where sewers are flushed by the hose method the system is usually given a thorough cleaning each spring and fall, and a less complete flushing at intervals during the summer. It is usually impracticable to do such flushing during the winter in the northern part of this country.
In a discussion of methods of sewer cleaning, published in the Journal of the Association of Engineering Societies, vol. xxxiii, Bertram Brewer stated that a thorough, cleaning was given the sewers at Waltham, Mass., every spring and fall and that they were flushed on the average five times during the summer season, at a cost of $6.56 per mile for the entire system. At Waltham, as at Newton and Medford, Mass., pipes from the water mains discharged into summit manholes which were at a long distance from hydrants. Flap gates held back the water until the ivmnhnlias l->or>amp fil Wl Thfirp wftrft n.hmit, 38 milfis of sewers in Waltham